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The Village of Bartlett adopted the Lake Street
Corridor TIF District and redevelopment plan on Sep-
tember 3, 2024.This plan indicates the village’s strong
commitment to revitalizing the Lake Street area and
provides a framework for improvements and reinvest-
ment during the next 20-plus years.

The project area -- approximately 154 acres
along the north and south sides of Lake Street,
roughly between Lela Lane on the west and Prospect
Avenue on the east -- contains vacant sites, unde-
veloped rights-of-way owned and managed by IDOT,
commercial vacancies, and deteriorated or dilapidated
commercial structures, all of which are opportunities
for redevelopment and public improvements.

One parcel in the TIF District ripe for redevel-
opment is the vacant, former Marathon service station
at 555 W. Lake Street. The village did not purchase
this property, but rather acquired it via a judicial deed
due to the abandonment of the site.

Since July, the underground storage tank and
hydraulic lifts have been removed and a contract was
awarded for the demolition of the service station build-
ing. The total estimated cleanup cost for 555 W. Lake
Street is $260,000, but the village anticipates receiv-

Raymond H. Deyne
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ing a $165,000 state grant, with the remainder of the
cost reimbursed from TIF funds.

In September, this board approved a profes-
sional services agreement between the village and
Michael Baker International for Phase | engineering
services for a long awaited Oak Avenue realignment.

The Oak Avenue realignment project, initiat-
ed at IDOT’s direction, involves relocating existing
Oak Avenue from its current alignment through open
land to create a four-way intersection at US Route 20
(Lake Street) and Bartlett Road. The proposed align-
ment crosses both an IDOT owned site and a large
parcel directly west that the village is in the process of
purchasing.

Steps toward redevelopment have also been
taken at a small privately owned parcel slightly east of
the Dunkin Donuts on Lake Street. The shuttered and
long vacant structure that once was home to a hot
dog/ice cream stand was razed in early September.

All of this early activity is a positive indicator
for a successful revitalization of Lake Street as a
strong, attractive commercial/mixed use corridor that
will contribute to the health and vitality of Bartlett.

Renée Suwanski
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bartlettil.gov

‘ ‘ Bartletter October-November 2025.indd 3

9/22/2025 9:22:32 AM ‘ ‘



I [ . m - mmEs

Bartlett has set Halloween
trick-or-treat hours for 3 to 7 p.m. on
Friday, 10/31. Please remember to

turn on your porch light if you will be
passing out Halloween candy.
Parents are encouraged to accompa-
ny children, to stay in their immediate
neighborhoods and only go to homes
where the porch light is on.
a 0 e e ! L Trick-or-treaters should
always walk on the sidewalk. If there
are no sidewalks, walk on the left
side of the road, facing traffic. Drivers
are reminded to be extra cautious
and watch for kids crossing roads.

Costume Safety: Wear a costume that fits; avoid overly long or baggy costumes to prevent trips
and falls. Use reflective tape as a trim for costumes and outerwear to help others see you in lower light. Use
non-allergenic makeup instead of masks, and keep wigs and hats well off the face. Wearing a brightly colored
costume and carrying a flashlight or glow stick also can help brighten the walk for trick-or-treaters.

Safe Pumpkin Carving: Leave pumpkin carving to the adults. Child helpers can grab a spoon and
scoop out the inside or use a marker to trace the design. When your jack-o-lantern masterpiece is ready, use
battery-operated lights or glow sticks rather than open-flame candles. If you opt for candles, keep them away
from curtains, decorations and other combustibles.

@ Finally, children are reminded to bring their Halloween candy home and to have an adult examine all [O)
treats before eating.

Free Leaf Collection

For the health and safety of residents, leaf burning has been
prohibited in Bartlett since 1991. To help with the collection of leaves, the
village’s contract with Groot Industries provides for leaf collection at no
additional cost to residents during October and November.

Leaves should be placed in brown paper yard bags at the curb
each Tuesday alongside other household refuse and recyclables. DO
NOT put leaves in plastic bags; these will not be collected. You DO NOT
need to buy Groot yard waste stickers for leaves. Generic yard waste
bags without stickers are accepted. However, all other yard waste,
such as grass clippings, pulled weeds, etc., must still be placed in
stickered yard bags for collection.

Branches/brush must be bundled in 2 foot by 2 foot by 4 foot long
bundles, collected weekly through November.

Village ordinance prohibits depositing, raking, shoveling, plowing,
blowing or dumping leaves, grass clippings, branches or snow, onto any
public parkway, gutter or street. Leaves and lawn clippings can obstruct
sewers and cause flooding. Large piles of leaves also can freeze once
temperatures drop and become roadway hazards.

4 bartlettil.gov
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15th Annual Halloween Fun Fest 2.0
and Parade
Saturday, 10/25 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Downtown Bartlett

* 10 a.m. Costume Parade steps off from Bart-
lett Village Hall, 228 S. Main Street

e 10:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. Trick/Trunk-or-Treat from
downtown Bartlett to The Streets of Bartlett
shopping center

Visit your favorite business, grab treats, avoid
tricks and walk thru the Haunted Hallway at Town
Center. Fun for the whole family!

To learn more and get an event map of partici-
pating businesses/organizations, visit the Arts in Bart-
lett website, www.artsinbartlett.org/halloween-fun-fest.

Pumpkin Smash 2025

Saturday, 11/1 from 9 to 11 a.m.
METRA Parking Lot on Bartlett Avenue (138 E. Bartlett Avenue)

The Village of Bartlett will be hosting its annual pumpkin com-
posting event with this year’s Pumpkin Smash! SCARCE, a nonprofit
organization committed to keeping “stuff’ out of the landfill by reusing or
recycling, first brought this event to DuPage County in 2014!

Since 2014 the Pumpkin Smash has:

» Composted more than 1418.29 tons of pumpkins

* Reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 1045.35 tons of CO2e
» Diverted 304,533.93 gallons of water from landfills

Residents can bring their pumpkins and jack-o-lanterns for com-
posting in order to return nutrients back to the soil and lower methane
gas production in landfills. Regular or decorated pumpkins are allowed,
but please remove yarn, stickers or any plastic items before composting.

Visit the SCARCE website, www.scarce.org/pumpkins/ for more
information or call the village at 630-837-0800.
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Mollie’s War: WACs & WW Il Upcoming Centennial
The Bartlett History Museum invites you to attend “The Ce|ebrations

Journey of Mollie’s War: WACs and WW II” on Wednesday, 11/5 .

at 7 p.m. in Bartlett Village Hall, 228 S. Main Street. . U_S{"Ni()rﬁgéiz”ﬁghm!?232;':?;?“"
Presenter Cyndee Schaffer is co-author with her mother cluding Route 20 (Lake Street) will be cel-

of the award-winning “Mollie’s War,” based on the letters that her ebrating centennials. The Bartlett History

mother sent home to family while serving in the Women’s Army Museum is seeking donations of images

Corps (WAC), stationed in Europe during WW 1. Schaffer will de- objects and/or memories concerning bot,h

tail her mother’s experience from basic training in 1943 to seeing for upcoming exhibitions.

the Statue of Liberty in the midst of darkness, when she returned Did you ever get a hole-in-one at

home in November 1945. . Bartlett Hills? Enjoy a drink or meal in the
Doors open for refreshments at 6:30 p.m. with a museum old barn clubhouse? Remember the heart,

pre-program at 6:40 ,p.m., club and/or spade greens?

fO"OW?d by Schaffer’s pre- Did you grab some ice cream at

sentation at.7 p-m. the Tastee Freez or today’s Dairy Queen

_ Registration is re- on Route 20? Enjoy dinner at The Embers

quired for th.'s free event. or Bob’s Place? How about a round of golf

Please 'emall proh/eder@ or a day on the slopes at Villa Olivia?

bartlettil.gov with your name, The Bartlett History Museum wants

p!:toncej number and number of to hear from you. Please contact Pam at
attenaees. prohleder@bartlettil.gov.

® The End of World War Il, 80 Years Later - Final ®

World War Il ended in Europe on May 8, 1945, and with Japan on September 2, 1945, when the formal
surrender documents were signed. But 2nd Lt. Lyle C. Baxmann (1925-1944) did not return home. Baxmann
was the son of Conrad and Zelma Baxmann and brother to Wayne. He attended Bartlett School, the two-year
Bartlett High School and graduated from Elgin High School in 1942.

Before enlisting, he was employed in the editorial offices of the Chicago Sun newspaper. In August of
1943, Pvt. Baxmann attended Wittenberg College in Springfield, Ohio for a five-month course of instruction
including elementary flying training. After completion, he continued training at the Flying Training Command in
the specialties of navigator, pilot or bombardier. In July of 1944, he was commissioned as a 2nd Lt. bombardier
navigator at Midland, Texas and enjoyed a furlough with his family before reporting to Lincoln, Nebraska.

On September 8, 1944, Baxmann and 11 other service members were tragically killed during a training
exercise at the Sioux City Army Airfield in Nebraska. These flights of the B-17 formations from Sioux City to the
Bruning Army Airfield were routine mock aerial attacks. During this partic-
ular exercise, a P-47 “Thunderbolt” attempted to end its mock attack by
pulling up but underestimated the speed and collided with the left wing of
the bomber, rupturing its fuel tank. Both planes exploded.

The wreckage from the B-17 landed on a farm. When military per-
sonnel arrived, they immediately secured the crash area and sifted through
the wreckage. It was learned they were searching for the highly classified
Norden bombsite that was on board. As the bombardier, Baxmann would
probably have been skilled enough to work with this new technology.

Baxmann’s body was brought home for his funeral on September
12, 1944. He was buried in Lakewood Memorial Park in Elgin with full mili-
tary honors. In 2010, three Nebraska state historical markers were dedicat-
ed to the 32 World War Il airmen who died in training accidents in the state.
One marker tells the story of Baxmann and his fellow crewmates’ fatal

accident.
. |
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BARTLETT BRIEFS

BOOKS, A/V & PUZZLE SALE

This Friends of the Bartlett Public Library, Everyone is welcome to come experience a behind-
(800 S. Bartlett Road) event, Friday, 10/3, 10 a.m. the-scenes look at how the fire district serves and
to 6 p.m. & Saturday, 10/4, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., offers protects the community.
hundreds of gently used books, fun jigsaw puzzles,

DVDs, audiobooks, and specially priced children’s SHRED DAY
games and fun learning sets, and one-of-a kind items. Avoid identity theft and clear out household
Bargain prices you won’t pay anywhere else. Fill a clutter by participating in Hanover Township’s Com-
Friends Bag with books for $5! Proceeds help to sup- ~ Munity Shred Event at the Senior Center, 240 S. IL
port summer reading program, presentations, con- Route 59, on Saturday, 10/11 from 9 to 11 a.m. This
certs on the lawn, furniture and equipment requests free event offers a safe and secure way to dispose
from both youth services and adult services and other ~ Of personal documents. Only paper materials will be
special requests. accepted; please no plastic bags. There’s no need to
remove small paper clips or staples. Bring unwanted
CRAFT & VENDOR FAIR paperwork and enjoy peace of mind knowing sensitive
Bartlett Park District invites you to shop information is being properly destroyed onsite. Resi-
more than 100 local crafters, makers and artisans all ~ dents limited to two bags or boxes.

under one roof, at Bartlett Community Center, 700
S. Bartlett Road, on Friday, 10/3 from 5 to 9 p.m. & COOKIE WALK & CRAFT FAIR
Saturday, 10/4 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. From handmade Journey of Hope Church invites everyone to
® decor and cozy knits to unique gifts and tasty treats, attend its annual Cookie Walk & Craft Fair. It will be @
you'll find something for everyone during this two-day ~ held on Saturday, 12/6 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. There
shopping extravaganza.. A $2 donation goes toward will be many homemade cookies to choose from, 30

Bartlett Parks Foundation. crafters, a visit from Santa, and a light lunch available
for purchase. Admission is free. The church is located
1st SATURDAY FAMILY CRAFT at 751 W. Army Trail Road in Bartlett.
Families are invited to join in the fun as the
Bartlett Depot Museum, 100 W. Railroad Avenue, SIGN UP FOR eNEWSLETTER
hosts its First Saturday Free Children’s Craft. On Do you enjoy reading the Bartletter, but would
10/4, children will create a multicolored string art like to see village news and information more of-

pumpkin perfect for the fall season. No registration s~ ten? Subscribe to Trending Now, the village’s digital
needed, but supplies are limited. The museum will be ~ nNewsletter, for twice a month updates on services,

open that day from 9 a.m. to noon. Drop in anytime. programs, events and news delivered to your e-mail-
As always, admission is free and there is free parking  Pox on the 15th & the 30th. To subscribe, visit www.
across the street in the public lot. bartlettil. gov/government/administration/news-publica-

tions/trending-today-municipal-enewsletter, and click
FIRE DISTRICT OPEN HOUSE Sign Up Now!

Join the Bartlett Fire Protection District at its
Open House, Fire Station 3, 1575 W. Bartlett Road,
on Saturday, 10/4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It's a great
opportunity for families to explore the fire station,
meet the dedicated firefighters and get an up-close
look at the life saving equipment they use every day.

Please submit information for the December/January Bartletter to: Gabrielle Infusino, Bartlett Village Hall,
228 S. Main St., Bartlett, IL 60103 or ginfusino@bartlettil.gov by Friday, October 31.

]
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Barleff Hills Contact Us

,f; 3 p BARTLETT CONNECT: Need to report a pothole
g or a streetlight that is out, voice another concern, @
ask a quick question or offer a
compliment? Use the Bartlett
Connect mobile app to contact
the village 24/7. Download this
citizen request system app on
your smartphone or other elec-
tronic device for free by searching
“Bartlett Connect” in the Apple app store or on
Google Play. You can also access it using the
“Stay Connected” link on the homepage of the
village website. Bartlett Connect ensures that you
{ issue is directed to the right person, in the right
= department and it provides you with a tracking

u e 7
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Bartlett Hills Golf Club
800 W. Oneida Avenue
Thursday, 11/20 from 5 to 9 p.m.

Tickets are: $10 in advance or $15 at the

door. For tickets, please call 630-213-3103 or
email Evan@bartietthills.com.
Tickets include fashion show with the

Closet Boutique, raffles, hors 'd oeuvres, shop-

ping with local vendors. DJ entertainment with
All-Pro Music. Wine & cheese tasting.

Free raffle ticket with each donation to
local food pantry.
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number for easy follow-up. You can also search a
Q&A database, receive text & email notifications,
connect directly to the village website and more.

CALL: Village Hall Main Office, 630-837-0800
Public Works, 630-837-0811
Bartlett Hills Golf Course, 630-837-2741
Police Department, 630-837-0846
Emergency and TDD Service, call 911

Bartlett Village Hall Hours
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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