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Join in the Merry & Bright Cocoa Crawl from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Saturday, 12/14, and enjoy a fun filled day of supporting local businesses
and sampling cocoa beverages -- some hot, some cold and even some
for those 21 years and older.

Get $10 tickets and more information on the Bartlett Area Cham-
ber of Commerce website, bartlettareachamber.com, or use the QR
code; ticket includes passport/ticket book that covers the cost of your co-
coa drinks, souvenir mug for each paying adult (while supplies last), and
map to the participating vendor locations, where you can sip some sweet
chocolatey goodness as you “crawl” along. Free for 16 and younger (no
mug included).
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February 8, 2025, and take advantage of special offers and/or prix fixe menus at participating restaurants. Be
sure to check the Discover Bartlett and Village of Bartlett Facebook pages, as well as the village website for
updates and more information as we get closer to February!
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In the fall of 2022, the Village of Bartlett,
along with several communities along the Milwaukee
District West (MD-W) rail line and DuPage County,
formed The Coalition to Stop CPKC in opposition to
the Canadian Pacific and Kansas City Southern rail
merger.

In March 2023, the Surface Transportation
Board (STB) did approve the merger, forming the Ca-
nadian Pacific Kansas City Rail (CPKC). This began
a seven-year oversight period during which coalition
communities began working alongside CPKC to
ensure the STB’s merger mitigation measures are
appropriately implemented. Included in these mea-
sures are train tracking technology, pedestrian gates
at crossings, preservation and establishment of quiet
zones, implementation of noise and vibration abate-
ment measures, equipping local first responders with
hazmat resources, and more. The STB agreed to re-
visit merger mitigation requirements if actual impacts
were more significant than projected by CPKC in its
initial application.

In October, the village board approved a new
intergovernmental agreement (IGA) allowing the coa-
lition to continue to collaborate throughout the feder-
ally mandated monitoring period in communicating,
managing and representing their common interests,
including the pursuit of mitigation, oversight, and
funding.

As part of the March 2023 decision, CPKC is
required to submit monthly train data to the STB. In
the first year, CPKC reported an average freight train
volume increase of roughly one additional freight
train per day (around seven per week). However, this
number is variable because CPKC uses averages in
its reporting.

Through analysis, the coali-
tion’s consultants, LE Peabody, deter-
mined the highest weekly post-merg-
er volume reported to date saw 35
freight trains traversing the MD-W
Line (five per day), or roughly 14 more
than the pre-merger average weekly
volume. During this first-year over-
sight period, the coalition’s experts
have also seen significant spikes in
the weekly volume of through freight
trains greater than 10,000 feet in
length traversing the line. CPKC has

A Minute with the Mayor

Coalition

reported as many as five
(5) per week.

Despite the modest
freight train volume in-
crease realized, the coali-
tion has experienced sig-
nificant extended blocked
crossings. To date, CPKC
has not provided accurate
and consistent information
about the extent to which its stopped or slow-moving
trains block road crossings.

Using coalition-collected video, LE Peabody
is currently examining real-time footage to review
blocked crossings, average train lengths, train
speeds, and additional analytics not currently includ-
ed in CPKC’s quarterly reports.

The coalition also has implemented several
legal strategies in the first oversight year, appealing
the STB’s approval of the merger to the DC Circuit
Court of Appeals and submitting a 54-page Open-
ing Brief on February 5, 2024. In late October, the
coalition’s legal team filed an amended brief, asking
the court to remand the matter back to the STB to
do its required due diligence, reconsider the merger
approval or place more substantial conditions on the
railroad to more effectively protect health and safety.

It also has negotiated an acceptable agree-
ment with CPKC to install monitoring equipment at
crossings to measure train movements and delays.

On another front, the coalition has success-
fully lobbied for state funding of and received a
commitment of $1,235,000 from the State of lllinois.
These dollars can be used to reimburse some of the
coalition’s expenses for consultants
and legal experts and aid in funding
ongoing oversight and data collection,
such as tracking gate downtime, re-
al-time train activity, and train lengths.

It is the coalition members’
belief that in its decision, the STB
chose economics over safety. It is the
coalition’s intent to continue to work
diligently to ensure the safety and
quality of life of our residents, busi-
nesses, and property owners are not
overlooked.
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Tree
Collection

Groot will collect Christ-
mas trees at no additional charge
for a three-week period following
the holidays - on Tuesday, 12/31,
Tuesday, 1/7 and Tuesday, 1/14.

Place your tree on the curb
with garbage and recycling. If the
tree is taller than 8 feet, please trim
it to a size shorter than 8 feet.

All ornaments and tinsel

The village’ s current contract with Groot Industries for refuse,
recycling and yard waste collection expires on December 31, 2024. The
board approved a 5-year extension to the agreement with Groot. must be removed. Do not place

The extended agreement includes no price increase for the first the tree in a plastic bag. Trees
year, with seniors receiving a freeze for two years. In the following years, that have decorations on them or
rates will incrementally rise by 3.5% annually; yard waste stickers will are put out after this time period
remain $2 for the life of the contract. See the monthly rates for the next will be picked up but not recycled.
five years below: Groot’s weekly waste

pickup day is Tuesday. However

Single Family Curbside: 1/1/2025 through 12/31/25 $22.27 garbage is not collected on: New

1/1/2026 through 12/31/26 $23.05
1/1/2027 through 12/31/27 $23.86
1/1/2028 through 12/31/28 $24.69
1/1/2029 through 12/31/29 $25.56

Multi-Family Curbside: 1/1/2025 through 12/31/25 $20.04

1/1/2026 through 12/31/26 $20.74
1/1/2027 through 12/31/27 $21.47
1/1/2028 through 12/31/28 $22.22
1/1/2029 through 12/31/29 $23.00

Multi-Family Centralized: 1/1/2025 through 12/31/25 $15.31

1/1/2026 through 12/31/26 $15.85
1/1/2027 through 12/31/27 $16.40
1/1/2028 through 12/31/28 $16.97
1/1/2029 through 12/31/29 $17.57

Years Day; Memorial Day; In-
dependence Day; Labor Day;
Thanksgiving; Christmas. If one
of these holidays falls on Sunday,
Monday or Tuesday, collection will
be on Wednesday that week.
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Per Sticker Yard Waste Rate: 1/1/2025 through 12/31/29 $2.00

Senior citizens, age 65 and older, are eligible to receive a 10%
discount off their monthly service rate. Contact Groot, 847-429-7370, to
learn more about the senior discount.
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